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undo this social and economic injus-
tice. It hurts all of us, and it can’t con-
tinue. I know that in the stats that you 
shared there is another one, another 
statistic that is troublesome. We have 
now dropped below $50,000 as the me-
dian household income. I believe we are 
in the range of $48,000 to $49,000, maybe 
perhaps just slightly more than $49,000. 
That is troublesome. As that median 
continues to dip, that is a hurtful ac-
knowledgment that there are failed 
policies out there that need to be 
turned around. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Let me put a cou-
ple of more facts on the table and then 
let’s talk about the policy changes that 
can redirect that. This is the last 40 
years, 1979 to 2006, prior to the Great 
Recession. During that period of time, 
there was a shift of wealth and of in-
come, wealth and of income, from the 
middle class and the low-income to the 
very wealthy. This lays it out. Again, 
this is prior to the Great Recession. If 
we look at it in the Great Recession, 
these statistics are even more star-
tling. 
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For the low end, the poorest, 11 per-
cent growth. And then you move up to 
the second group, 18 percent, 21 per-
cent, 32 percent. For the top percent-
age, the top 20 percent, a 256 increase 
in income and wealth. 

Looking at the statistics, a wage 
earner in a factory versus the CEO, it 
used to be 1 to 40, now it’s 1 to 300. 
We’ve seen an enormous shift in wealth 
from the working middle class families 
to the very, very wealthy. If you over-
lay this with the 2007, 2008, 2009, and 
where we are today in 2011, it would be 
even more startling because now these 
are running negative, as you said just a 
moment ago. For the middle class, 
that’s here and down, not the top 20 
percent, but down here, this is the top 
1 percent. 

Mr. TONKO. So pre-recession, we 
were 32 percent at the best, anywhere 
from 11 percent to 32 percent growth, 
versus 256 percent growth for that top 
1 percent perched at the top of the eco-
nomic ladder, the income strata. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. We use Donald 
Trump as the example here, but there 
are probably 400 to 500,000 that fall into 
this category; extraordinary wealth. 

Now, we’ve been talking all night 
about the American Jobs Act, so I’m 
going to put this back up for us to pon-
der for a moment: the American Jobs 
Act. Total cost of the American Jobs 
Act: $450 million. The President yester-
day said it can be paid for, and he laid 
out a way to pay for it and, simulta-
neously, over the next decade, bring 
down the American deficit—solve the 
deficit and pay for the Jobs Act. And 
he said that there are three ways to do 
it: 

First, those who have much must 
participate. They must share in bring-
ing America back. So he has suggested 
that the highest income, that 1 per-
cent, those who make over $1 million, 

that they participate, that they no 
longer would be able to have a tax rate 
lower than their assistants. That’s the 
Buffett Rule. That’s a big piece of it, 
about $800 billion over the next decade. 

He also said that corporations that 
pay no income tax today—corporations 
like General Motors, corporations like 
Verizon, some of America’s biggest cor-
porations pay zero income tax. Last 
year, General Electric paid zero and 
got about $5 billion back in rebates. 
Something is seriously wrong, the 
President says. That cannot happen 
anymore. Everybody has to partici-
pate. 

He also said that other tax breaks for 
the oil companies should end. So put-
ting together these tax increases on 
those who have much, the super-
wealthy in America, the hedge fund 
manager that pays 15 percent on his in-
come where you and I and others may 
pay 30 percent, something’s wrong 
here. So that’s what he is recom-
mending. 

We need to move very vigorously for-
ward on the American Jobs Act, put 
people back to work, and simulta-
neously solve the overall budget deficit 
by not only new taxes, but also with 
additional cuts. That’s the President’s 
proposal. 

Mr. TONKO. I would add to that that 
the jobs piece is so significant. Because 
we can talk about tax reform, but un-
less you have a job and an income, then 
it renders itself somewhat meaningless. 

I would also add, Representative 
GARAMENDI, the concern that as more 
and more pressure has befallen the 50 
States, we’ve seen cuts to programs 
and resources. These services don’t go 
away, and so the payment comes down 
to the local level with property tax 
payments that are now snuffing out the 
American Dream for America’s work-
ing families, for the middle class. So 
not only is the tax policy suffocating 
for middle class Americans, but the 
counter effect of property taxes grow-
ing in order to continue services means 
that more and more pressure—income 
tax, property tax pressure, school tax 
pressure—is befalling the middle class. 
When people want to walk away from 
this agenda to make progressive re-
forms to tax policy, it scares me be-
cause this is our moment, our tipping 
point to turn things around. 

I know that you want to close. I 
thank you for the outstanding leader-
ship in bringing us together, Rep-
resentative GARAMENDI. It is always a 
pleasure to join with you. We will con-
tinue to forcefully speak to the reforms 
we need. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. The East-West 
show will continue, and the Make It in 
America agenda will be the American 
agenda because Americans want to 
make things in this country. They 
want to rebuild the manufacturing in-
dustry. The President has given us a 
way to do that with the American Jobs 
Act. Trade policy, tax policy, energy, 
labor, Make It in America. Make the 
jobs in America. Rebuild America’s 

manufacturing base. Rebuild the Amer-
ican middle class. We will do it. And if 
we pass the American Jobs Act, it can 
happen very quickly. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 
2608, CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2012 

Mr. WOODALL (during the Special 
Order of Mr. GARAMENDI), from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 112–212) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 405) providing for 
consideration of the Senate amend-
ment to the bill (H.R. 2608) to provide 
for an additional temporary extension 
of programs under the Small Business 
Act and the Small Business Investment 
Act of 1958, and for other purposes, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2401, TRANSPARENCY IN 
REGULATORY ANALYSIS OF IM-
PACTS ON THE NATION ACT OF 
2011 

Mr. WOODALL (during the Special 
Order of Mr. GARAMENDI), from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 112–213) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 406) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2401) to 
require analyses of the cumulative and 
incremental impacts of certain rules 
and actions of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, and for other purposes, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin (at the re-
quest of Mr. CANTOR) for today on ac-
count of a death in the family. 

Ms. BUERKLE (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today on account of offi-
cial business. 

Mr. REICHERT (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today and the remainder of 
the week on account of illness. 

Mr. BACA (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of per-
sonal reasons. 

f 

A BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on September 12, 2011 she 
presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill. 

H.R. 1249. To amend title 35, United States 
Code, to provide for patent reform. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 02:12 Sep 21, 2011 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00031 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K20SE7.064 H20SEPT1P
W

A
LK

E
R

 o
n 

D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6270 September 20, 2011 
The motion was agreed to; accord-

ingly (at 9 o’clock and 5 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Wednesday, 
September 21, 2011, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3135. A communication from the President 
of the United States, transmitting a budget 
request for disaster response needs through 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2012; (H. Doc. No. 112—56); 
to the Committee on Appropriations and or-
dered to be printed. 

3136. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s quarterly report entitled, ‘‘Ac-
ceptance of contributions for defense pro-
grams, projects, and activities; Defense Co-
operation Account’’, for the period ending 
June 30, 2011; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

3137. A letter from the Principal Deputy, 
Department of Defense, transmitting author-
ization of Rear Admiral (lower half) David G. 
Simpson, United States Navy, to wear the 
authorized insignia of the grade of rear ad-
miral; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

3138. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulations Supplement; Contrac-
tors Performing Private Security Functions 
(DFARS Case 2011-D023) (RIN: 0750-AH28) re-
ceived August 9, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

3139. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulations Supplement; Nonavail-
ability Exception for Procurement of Hand 
or Measuring Tools (DFARS Case 2011-D025) 
(RIN: 0750-AH17) received August 11, 2011, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

3140. A letter from the Regulatory Spe-
cialist, LRA, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Office of Thrift Supervision Integration Pur-
suant to the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform 
and Consumer Protection Act (RIN: 1557- 
AD47) received August 9, 2011, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

3141. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a 
report on transactions involving U.S. exports 
to Chile pursuant to Section 2(b)(3) of the 
Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended; 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 

3142. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a 
report on transactions involving U.S. exports 
to India pursuant to Section 2(b)(3) of the 
Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended; 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 

3143. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting the annual re-
port under the Federal Managers’ Financial 
Integrity Act for FY 2008 and 2009, pursuant 
to 31 U.S.C. 3512(c)(3); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

3144. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Employee Benefits Security Administration, 
Department of Labor, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Group Health Plans 
and Health Insurance Issuers Relating to 
Coverage of Preventive Services Under the 

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
(RIN: 1210-AB44) received August 12, 2011, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce. 

3145. A letter from the Deputy Director for 
Policy, Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion, transmitting the Corporation’s final 
rule — Benefits Payable in Terminated Sin-
gle-Employer Plans; Interest Assumptions 
for Paying Benefits received August 10, 2011, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce. 

3146. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Department of Energy, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Energy Efficiency Design Standards for New 
Federal Commercial and Multi-Family High- 
Rise Residential Buildings and New Federal 
Low-Rise Residential Buildings [Docket No.: 
EERE-2011-BT-STD-0005] (RIN: 1904-AC41) re-
ceived August 6, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

3147. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting report to Congress on the Backlog of 
Postmarketing Requirements (PMRs) and 
Postmarketing Commitments (PMCs) for 
2011; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

3148. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — Amendment of Section 73.202(b), 
Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast Stations, 
(Gearhart, Madras, Manzanita, and Seaside, 
Oregon) Station KNRQ-FM, to Change Com-
munity of License from Tualatin to Aloha, 
Oregon [MB Docket No.: 10-118] (RM-11603) 
(RM-11631) (File No. BMPH-20100805AKO) re-
ceived August 9, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

3149. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — Amendment of Section 73.622(i), Post- 
Transition Table of DTV Allotments, Tele-
vision Broadcast Stations (Eau Claire, Wis-
consin) [MB Docket No.: 11-100] (RM-11632) 
received August 9, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

3150. A letter from the Deputy Chief, CGB, 
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Struc-
ture and Practices of the Video Relay Serv-
ice Program [CG Docket No.: 10-51] received 
August 9, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

3151. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Guidance for the Assessment of 
Beyond-Design-Basis Aircraft Impacts (Reg-
ulatory Guide 1.217) received August 10, 2011, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

3152. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting report prepared by the 
Department of State concerning inter-
national agreements other than treaties en-
tered into by the United States to be trans-
mitted to the Congress within the sixty-day 
period specified in the Case-Zablocki Act; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3153. A letter from the Chairman, Par-
liament of the Republic of Moldova, trans-
mitting a letter wishing peace and pros-
perity for the United States on Independence 
Day; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3154. A letter from the Chairman, National 
Transportation Safety Board, transmitting 
in accordance with Pub. L. 105-270, the Fed-
eral Activities Inventory Reform Act of 1998 

(FAIR Act), the Board’s inventory of 
commerical activities for 2010; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

3155. A letter from the Chairman, National 
Transportation Safety Board, transmitting 
the Board’s Annual No FEAR Report to Con-
gress for Fiscal Year 2010; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

3156. A letter from the Acting Chief, Divi-
sion of Habitat and Resource Conservation, 
Department of Interior, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Marine Mammals; 
Incidental Take During Specified Activities 
[Docket No.: FWS-R7-FHC-2010-0098] (RIN: 
1018-AX32) received August 5, 2011, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

3157. A letter from the Acting Chief — En-
dangered Species Branch of Listing, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s final rule — Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Emergency 
Listing of the Miami Blue Butterfly as En-
dangered, and Emergency Listing of the 
Cassius Blue, Ceraunus Blue, and Nickerbean 
Blue Butterflies as Threatened Due to Simi-
larity of Appearance to the Miami Blue But-
terfly [Docket No.: FWS-R4-ES-2011-0043] 
(RIN: 1018-AX83) received August 5, 2011, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

3158. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Operations, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Endangered and Threatened Wildlife 
and Plants; Endangered Status for the 
Largetooth Sawfish [Docket No.: 0906221082- 
0484-03] (RIN: 0648-XQ03) received July 25, 
2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

3159. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Employment and Training Administra-
tion, Department of Labor, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Wage Method-
ology for the Temporary Non-Agricultural 
Employment H-2B Program; Amendment of 
Effective Date (RIN: 1205-AB61) received Au-
gust 10, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

3160. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — 
Standard Instrument Approach Procedures, 
and Takeoff Minimums and Obstacle Depar-
ture Procedures; Miscellaneous Amendments 
[Docket No.: 30793; Amdt. No. 3435] received 
August 5, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

3161. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — 
Standard Instrument Approach Procedures, 
and Takeoff Minimums and Obstacle Depar-
ture Procedures; Miscellaneous Amendments 
[Docket No.: 30792; Amdt. No. 3434] received 
August 5, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

3162. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — FIR 
Altitudes; Miscellaneous Amendments 
[Docket No.: 30794; Amdt. No. 495] received 
August 30, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

3163. A letter from the Assistant Adminis-
trator for Procurement, National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule — NASA 
Implementation of Federal Acquisition Reg-
ulation (FAR) Award Fee Language Revision 
(RIN: 2700-AD69) received August 10, 2011, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology. 
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